Class 158 ,
Diesel Multiple Unit

" The need for improved cross-country links in Great Britain has been
" recognised by British Rail’s Provincial Sector, with the creation of the ,
“Express” network. Express provides fast and frequent trains connecting the
major provincial conurbations, and serving regional centres in more
rural areas.

Conventional locomotive-hauled trains are too costly to run in such
services, and are inappropriate for lines on which trains have to reverse
en-route. The requirement was thus for a high-speed diesel multiple unit
-cheap to run, easy to maintain, and offering the reliability essential for an
intensively used fleet. At the same time, today’s competitive travel market
demands the provision of the full range of passenger comforts associated
with long distance travel.

'BREL is the world’s largest builder of diesel multiple units, having
produced over 500 dmu vehicles for use on British Rail in the past five years
-including the class 150 “Sprinter” units, which are renowned for their
reliability. BREL was thus the natural choice to build a quality that has been
embodied in the Class 158 dmu. :
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