
The Ramble
561 of 2nd March 2026

Monday 2nd March [561]
Monday 9th March [562]
Monday 16th March [563]
Monday 23rd March [564]
Monday 30th March [565]
Monday 6th April Easter Monday - No Ramble 
Monday 13th April [566]
Monday 20th April [567]
Monday 27th April [568]
Monday 4th May [569] May Day Bank Holiday
Monday 11th May [570]
Monday 18th May No Ramble as at SVR Diesel Gala
Monday 25th May [571] Spring Bank Holiday

Dave Newman

Dave Newman sadly died on 12th February 2026 after a period of illness. Dave was one 
of those UK Enthusiasts who discovered European Bashing long before a lot of us did and
basically rode behind most HLE 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18 old, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 
27, 28 old, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 62 and a lot of other stuff as well.

His funeral is at 2pm on Friday 27 March at Easthampstead Park Cemetery and 
Crematorium, South Road, Bracknell, Wokingham RG40 3DW. 
The wake is at the Egham United Services Club, 111 Springrise, TW20 9PE. 
All those who enjoyed his company on the bash are welcome.



Bernard Dallons

Bernard was a top Belgian photographer who has recently passed away.

For The Diary 2026

If you know of an event, let me know and I will put it here.
Good Friday is on Friday 3rd April
Easter Monday is on Monday 6th April

Chemin De Fer De La Baie De Somme – Fête de la Vapeur – 25th and 26th April
https://www.chemindefer-baiedesomme.fr/en/steam-festival-2026 
The link to both diesel hauled charters is here. One on Saturday and one on Sunday.
https://chemindefer-baiedesomme.fr/fr/fete-de-la-vapeur-2026/trains-speciaux 

Train à Vapeur d'Auvergne Railtour on Saturday 2nd May
www.trainvapeur-auvergne.com/produit/train-de-chenonceau  
Tour from Clermont-Ferrand to Chenonceau with a BB67400.

Stoomtrein Maldegem-Eeklo - Stoomtreinfestival - 2nd and 3rd May
https://stoomtreinmaldegem.be/nl/evenementen-2026/2-3-mei-2026-stoomtreinfestival/ 

May Day is on Monday 4th May

https://www.chemindefer-baiedesomme.fr/en/steam-festival-2026
https://stoomtreinmaldegem.be/nl/evenementen-2026/2-3-mei-2026-stoomtreinfestival/
http://www.trainvapeur-auvergne.com/produit/train-de-chenonceau
https://chemindefer-baiedesomme.fr/fr/fete-de-la-vapeur-2026/trains-speciaux


Severn Valley Diesel Gala - Thursday 14th May to Sunday 17th May
If you have not been to a UK Diesel Gala this is usually one of the best to go to. I have 
started to make a week’s holiday of it. Got my hotel booked in Birmingham.

Spring Bank Holiday is on Monday 25th May

Stoomtrein Dendermonde-Puurs – July 4th & 5th
On Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th July the SDP usually kicks off their tourist season with 
Scheldeland in Steam.

Chemin de Fer Touristique de la Vallée de L’Aa -  Le Festivallée 4th & 5th July
The festival at the Chemin de Fer Vallee de L’Aa is a regular preserved railway gala 
weekend. Arques Station is about 5km or 3 miles from Saint Omer station. Catch the 
Number 3 & 6 bus to Arques Centre Ville [Place] but note there are no buses on Sundays 
and Public Holidays.
There is 15 km of railway up the Aa valley in the heart of the Regional Natural Park of 
Caps and Marais d'Opal.

Tomorrowland
First Weekend Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th inbound

Sunday 19th outbound
Second Weekend Thursday 23th inbound

Sunday 26th and Monday 27th outbound

Chemin de fer à vapeur des 3 vallées [CFV3V] – July 18th
On this weekend the CFV3V usually have some form of event. 

Chemin du fer du Bocq – August 15th & 16th
The 2025 Festival is just Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th with the Photo Safari on Friday 
14th. The main themes of this year’s event are the renewal of the railway line and 100 
years of NMBS/SNCB. Special attention will be given to the renovated Spontin station, 
now expanded to three tracks, as well as the track doubling works in Bauche.

They hope to be able to present a large number of NMBS/SNCB railway vehicles during 
the event.

Pukkelpop – Thursday 20th to Sunday 23rd August
Sometimes there are extra trains and it is always busy in the Hasselt area.

European Railtours 28th & 29th August 2026

Two days of tours based in Rotterdam with a short Friday tour and a full days tour on 
Saturday. RailExperts are again facilitating the tour. Booked my hotel.

Stoomtrein Maldegem-Eeklo – 5508 Running day – 2oth September

https://stoomtreinmaldegem.be/nl/evenementen-2026/20-september-2026-rij-mee-met-de-5508/ 

https://stoomtreinmaldegem.be/nl/evenementen-2026/20-september-2026-rij-mee-met-de-5508/


UK Walk Up Fares

https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/fare-dodgers-targeted-as-train-ticket-refund-rules-are-tightened-87942/ 

https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/fare-dodgers-targeted-as-train-ticket-refund-rules-are-tightened-87942/


Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

HLE 13

I showed this photograph by Dorian Kastrati in Ramble 560 taken on Saturday 7th 
February at Salzinnes Works with the comment “The empty shell of 1330 needs putting 
out of it’s misery.” It went to Keyser & Fils on Wednesday 11th February 2025.

HLE 13

After the Revision Dates on 1313, 1319 & 1323# [# In Salzinnes Works].

1323 at Salzinnes Works for an Intermediate Revision. Back in mid March.
1333 is at Salzinnes for repair after a collision with a truck in France on 27/02/25.



HLE 18/19

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 
1841, 1843#, 1847# & 1924# [# In Salzinnes Works].

Some of the locomotives listed as being at Salzinnes for ETCS works are due off shortly.

1803 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1812 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1824 is back in service after ETCS works.
1841 is back in service after a RI2 Revision at Salzinnes Works.
1843 is at Salzinnes Works for a RI2 Revision. Back in service early March.
1847 is at Salzinnes Works for a RI2 Revision. Back in service early March.
1857 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1871 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1877 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1878 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1884 is back in service after ETCS works.
1886 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1887 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1888 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1890 is back in service after accident repairs at Salzinnes Works.
1891 is in Salzinnes for ETCS works.
1924 is at Salzinnes Works for a RI2 Revision. Back in service late February.

1806

1823

1920



HLE 21

HLE 21 has been away for cosmetic restoration and has been put back into it’s original 
livery. 2160 was the last totally built and equipped locomotive in Belgium.

After a two month restoration, 2160 is ready for its second life as a museum locomotive. 
2160 has been preserved by Train World Heritage and has been brought back to it’s 
original state when it was handed over by BN in the late 1980s.
A nice achievement by the Train World Heritage team! A locomotive they can certainly 
be proud of!
2160 was on display at Train World in Schaerbeek for one day for the M4 Farewell 
Railtour. Photograph by Maarten Schoubben.

HLE 27

There were a number of HLE 27s recorded at Antwerpen Noord on 14th January 2026. 
They were not there on Saturday 21st February. 
The five at Mechelen are visible from the passing trains on Line 25 and using Platforms 
11 & 12 at Mechelen Station.
2759 is visible at Schaarbeek and sits with 2132 and 2114 alongside Line 25.
John reported that 2731 + 2707 were shunted into the Port of Bruxelles on 11/02 for 
scrapping/onward transport to scrap.
 
This video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AYKfJ2WNAA is them crossing over the 
Vilvoordselaan / Avenue de Vilvoorde near the premises of Derichebourg Belgium where 
they were scrapped in the week beginning Monday 23rd February. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AYKfJ2WNAA


2730 was used on the Farewell to the M4 Railtour on Saturday 28th February 2026. Both 
the locomotive and stock was covered in graffiti. Photograph by Jon Piesing.

John Mulrine took this photograph at Charleroi Quest and said the train consist was 
81-78 052-4, 19-78 006-7, 19-78 036-4, 89-90-003-0, 20-78 277-1, 20-78 418-1, 
20-78 037-9 & 20-78 276-3



These are from Bruno Mailfait

Gent St. Pieters on the way out

Taking in the bracing air at De Panne

Can you imagine any other company sending a farewell train out looking like this?



Schaarbeek – The End



HLE 28/29/186

Interested in the Revision dates on 186 256, 186 348, 186 350, 186 445, 186 446#
186 447, 186 451 & 186 454#. 

186 258

186 001 / 2851 has started work for B-Transport on 17th February.
186 002 / 2852 has started work for B-Transport on 17th February.
186 446 is being Revised at Rose Mobility, Kassel
186 447 is working for Lineas. May have been Revised.
186 451 is back working for Lineas after Revision at Talbot, Aachen
186 454 is being Revised at Talbot, Aachen

Whilst I was over in Belgium I saw all the B-Transport HLE 28s either working or at 
Antwerpen Noord. With the entry into service of 2851 & 2852 I expect one or more of the
Alpha Trains TRAXX to make their way to Brugge Works for ETCS upgrades in the near 
future.

2851 and 2852 were out on test on Saturday 14th February and see here at Antwerpen 
Centraal.

HLD 55

5509 was officially withdrawn on 6th October 2025. It was inside at Antwerpen Noord
on Saturday 21st February 2026 I assume for component recovery.



HLD 62

I have been sent information that the following were moved from Salzinnes for scrap. I 
am awaiting confirmation on where they were moved to, with Keyser & Fils in Courcelles 
the favourite.

“On a mitraillé plusieurs locomotive” EN - mitraillé is a slang word for scrap and in 
English we might literally use the word shrapnel.

HLD 6203 13th January 2026
HLD 6247 23rd January 2026
HLD 6292 5th February 2026
HLD 6311 9th February 2026

I have seen no photographs of these movements, however this is nothing new. 

The above photograph is by Fabrice Henneghien and is full of detail. Firstly is the long 
job ongoing with 6305 in the background. This locomotive may be out next month but I 
am not holding my breath.

6306 is owned by  TrainWorld Heritage or whatever they are called this week. Quite a 
few depots have a heritage locomotive where technicians work on the locomotives when
there is some spare time or the word comes from on high that a locomotive is needed.

GM Engines do not have an engine block like other engines but instead have a crank 
case where power assemblies fit into. The Power assemblies have the pistons in and can 
be changed out on an individual basis. The Power Assemblies are laid on the pallets in 
front of 6306.



HLR 77/78

7736 was in the secret room at Antwerpen Noord on
Saturday 21st February having its DB stickers removed.

The other DB stickered loco was 7737 and that was sat
outside.

7701 is at Salzinnes for repairs to collision damage after a shunting accident with 7705.
7705 is under repair at Salzinnes Works after a shunting accident with 7701.
7728 is in Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS and repainting into Infrabel Blue.
7729 is in Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS and repainting into Infrabel Blue.
7730 is back in service after fitting with ETCS and repainting into Infrabel Blue.
7731 is in Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS and repainting into Infrabel Blue.
7742 is back in service after fitting with ETCS.
7746 is at Salzinnes Works for ETCS fitting.
7750 is at Salzinnes Works for ETCS fitting.
7756 is back in service after fitting with ETCS.
7757 is at Salzinnes Works for ETCS fitting.
7782 is at Salzinnes for Revision.
7808 is out of service due to theft of the radiator by the Metal Fairies.
7809 is at Salzinnes for Revision.
7814 is back in service after after fitting with ETCS.
7821 is back in service after after fitting with ETCS.
7845 is at Brouwer Technologie BV Roosendaal for installation of ETCS.
7848 is out of service due to theft of the radiator by the Metal Fairies.
7853 is back in service after after fitting with ETCS.



AR/MW 41

4102, 4166, 4175 & 4182 were officially withdrawn on 6th October 2025.

I have received information that 4131 was removed from Salzinnes for scrap on 19th 
January 2026.

These are the periods in 2026 that Infrabel will work in Hasselt station:

28th February to 2nd March
20th March to 23rd March
28th March – 27th April
1st May – 4th May
8th May – 11th May

During the longest period (28th March – 27th April) all the 41's from Hasselt will be 
placed in park (NCOM status) in Bundel E in Hasselt. They cannot move anywhere as the 
only way out is via the station and that is where the blockade is. Every two days the 
engines will be started to keep them active. 

In the near future some will go to Charleroi or Melle and all the AR/MW41 will leave 
Hasselt by the end of September 2026. Over the whole fleet, the 14 MW41's with the 
most hours / poorest condition will stop running and will be sold or scrapped.

En Lignes / Op de Baan

https://www.pfttsp.be/boutique/ 

https://www.pfttsp.be/boutique/


M4
It looks as if the M4 coaches were stripped on the Monnoyer Quay in the Port of Brussels 
and then pushed into the premises of Derichebourg to be reduced to scrap metal.
This was 52184 and photograph by Maarten Schoubben on 24th February 2026.

This is 58045



M7

79079 appeared at Schaarbeek on Thursday! Brugge can build around 2½ M7s per 
week. I have been counting on them building 1½ per week as there is other work going 
on and 1½ was fitting in with what was entering service. 1½ per week gives six M7s per 
four week month. It looks as if Brugge is building 2½ M7s per week so 10 per month.

Here is 79079 at Schaarbeek on Thursday 26th February 2026. 
Photographs by Nathan Van Riet.

In the consist were a HLE 18, 79057, 79078, 79074, 79079 and a M7 BMx. The M7 BD 
Multies will be going to Melle this week.



Line 50A & 50D – Gent to Brugge

Gent to Brugge Line 50D [the new outside track]
63.6 end of the current Landegem Loop and Line 50D joins Line 50A
63.7 New Line 50D track starts and the wires are up.
70.6 New Line 50D track stops.
70.7 Aalter Loop starts.
Aalter Station
72.6 Aalter Loop stops
72.6 Only the wires up
73.6 Line 50D track starts and the wires are up.
Maria-Aalter Station
Beernem Station
85.6 Stuyvenberg crossover from Line 50A comes in and Line 50D is in use through

Oostkamp to Brugge.

Brugge to Gent – Line 50D [the new outside track]

In use from Oostkamp through Aalter Station to 69.3 where Line 50D joins into Line 50A.
Wires and track in until 63.6 where the crossover comes in from Line 50A and the 
Landegem Loop starts at 63.5. 
I did this plan last November and very little has changed. The new crossovers at Assels 
are in but not wired up. The current connecting points at Landegem Loop 63.7 are to be 
taken out completely and the movement from 50A to 50D will take place at Assels and 
not Landegem. 
When the tracks around Aalter are connected up in the Brugge direction the current 
crossover lines for the Aalter Station Loop will come out and be plain lined in the similar 
way that they are in the Gent direction.



 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
CFL DOSTO

This does not surprise me as CFL
have been reducing the number of
locomotive hauled trains for a while
now.
With the reduction in stock this could
lead to a potential reduction in Class
4000s as well. Perhaps if one has a
nasty bang it will be withdrawn.
I asked if anyone knew anything as I
assumed that DSB already had some
similar coaches. The CFL DOSTO
stock was the same as the DB stock
and was basically an add on order,
just finished in a different livery.
John Mulrine came back with.
"Yes DSB has a series of Bombardier
DD 4th Gen stock like DB and CFL.
Info here with mention of 9 ex CFL
being purchased.
https://www.sebtus.de/
steckbrief_dsbv_abs.html 
The ones sold are all intermediate
cars according to Drehscheibe
https://www.drehscheibe-online.de/
foren/read.php?030,11388170 
50 82 36-70 020-1
50 82 36-70 024-3
50 82 36-70 025-0
50 82 36-70 028-4
50 82 36-70 029-2
50 82 26-70 049-2
50 82 26-70 052-6
50 82 26-70 061-7
50 82 26-70 083-1
DSB purchased the ex ALEX ones last year so perhaps it's all for set strengthening - I've 
not seen any mention of trailers being sold.”
Iain’s Comment - DSB is strengthening four and five car sets to six car sets and they 
need compatible stock. So they go and buy some! However the less stock CFL has 
means less need for locomotives which is something we need to be mindful of.
I would like to thank John Mulrine and the other people who responded to my question. It
is not what you know, but being able to ask people who do!

https://www.drehscheibe-online.de/foren/read.php?030,11388170
https://www.drehscheibe-online.de/foren/read.php?030,11388170
https://www.drehscheibe-online.de/foren/read.php?030,11388170
https://www.sebtus.de/steckbrief_dsbv_abs.html
https://www.sebtus.de/steckbrief_dsbv_abs.html
https://www.sebtus.de/steckbrief_dsbv_abs.html


 Nederlands Nieuws
NS TRAXX

186 001 entered service with B-Transport as 2851 on 17th February 2025.
186 002 entered service with B-Transport as 2851 on 17th February 2025.
186 011 is working for TCA
186 016 has gone back to Akiem, sometime between 16th February and 1st March.
186 019 has reappeared back on Watergraafsmeer.
186 020 has reappeared back on Watergraafsmeer.
186 026 has gone back to Akiem, possibly @ 10th February.

Vasco saw it at Hilversum on the evening of 10th February 2026.
186 028 is working for HSL

186 003/004/005/006/009/017 are on Watergraafsmeer and 186 014 and 015 are in the 
buildings at Zaanstraat. As we have now entered a new month, some of those on the 
‘meer may be going to Akiem at Krefeld.

Here is 186 001 on 18:44 Brussel Zuid – Rotterdam with 186 002 on the other end.
Photograph by Chris Westerduin.



Here is 186 006 sat on Watergraafsmeer waiting for someone to lease it.
Photograph by Chris Westerduin on 16th February 2026.

Below is 186 016 which has left Watergraafsmeer and may already be working for 
someone new. It has been noted that some TRAXX have gone to Krefeld and then come 
back to the Nederlands.
Photograph by Chris Westerduin on 16th February 2026.



NS Vectron

Ex-NS Vectron [may be] 6193 948 has been photographed in MAV livery by Julian 
Mandeville on Thursday 26th February at Budapest Keleti. Its just arrived in IC519 0524 
Nyiregyhaza to Budapest Keleti. 6193 948 may be a sub lease off NS who actually lease 
it from ELL. It is very complicated but 6193 448 may find itself on a TALGO train in the 
future.



DB liveried but possibly sub leased off NS is 6193 441. 

It worked out on Saturday 7th February on NJ 403 20:47 Utrecht – Zurich and worked 
back on NJ 402 03:29 Frankfurt Flughafen – Amsterdam Centraal.

Photograph by TSVelp at Utrecht Centraal on Saturday 7th February 2026

https://treinposities.nl/foto/426359 

https://treinposities.nl/foto/426359


NS Units

ICNG

In Service are 69 examples. As with all things ICNG, “Service” is open to interpretation.
ICNG-5 3101, 3102, 3103, 3105, 3107, 3109 [6]

3111, 3114, 3115, 3117, 3118, 3120 [6]
3121, 3123, 3124, 3126, 3127, 3128, 3129, 3130 [8] 
3131, 3132, 3133, 3134, 3135, 3136, 3137, 3138, 3139, 3140 [10]
3141, 3142, 3143, 3144, 3145, 3146, 3147, 3148, 3149 [9]

ICNG-8 3205, 3206, 3209 [3]
3211, 3212, 3219, 3220 [4]
3221, 3222, 3223, 3224, 3225, 3226, 3227 [7]

ICNG-B 3304, 3305, 3306, 3307 [4]
3311, 3312, 3313, 3314, 3315, 3316, 3317, 3318, 3319, 3320 [10] 
3321 [1]

In Commissioning/Acceptance/Testing are 3351 & 3352.
3107 went into passenger service on Monday 23rd February 2026.
3109 went into passenger service on Monday 23rd February 2026.
3226 is at Alstom Brugge for retrofit work

SNG
 
Returned to Service, 23rd February (from repair): 2326
2326 collided with a car at Van Loon near Assen on 14th July 2025 and suffered fire 
damage.
However on 26th February it is reported that 2326 was stopped at 't Harde with an 
onboard fire.
 
VIRM
 
Out of service: 9480
On Friday 13th February 9480 hit a broken overhead line at Houtensepad, Utrecht. The 
9480 suffered burn marks on the nose due to the accident with the overhead line and a 
crack in the windscreen.

ICRm Sets
 
Haarlem Works to Amersfoort Goods (9th February 2026), Amersfoort Goods to Arnhem 
Goods (10 February 2026):
20-70 545-0, 82-70 978-8, 10-70 351-5

351-5 had been at Haarlem Works since 3rd July 2025 having been removed from 16438.
978-8 and 351-5 had been at Haarlem since an unknown date having been removed 
from 16478.



Blast From The Past



 Belgian Can Can 
36 / 144

It is the turn of 2112 this week. It is seen here at Jaworzno Szczakowa Północ Yard on 8th 
July 2022. Photograph by Huib den Dulk.

It does look as if the Polish dream of a further life is over. I did have my suspicions when I
wrote to the Company that had bought them. Usually if someone has good news they 
want to tell you all about it but if the news is not so good, then then you do not get a 
reply. I wrote in both English and Polish and I did not get a reply…..

With scrap prices being very low at the moment then who ever bought these 
locomotives is in for a thumping great loss. They have also been outside for too long and
they are no longer fit for anything but scrap really. 



 Other
 News







Have a nice week

Iain


